Science Newsletter March 2010
General Introduction

As we get towards Easter there are a number of things I’d like to tell you about. 
National Strategy. It is just over a year until the Secondary National Strategy finishes. Our Regional Advisers are working hard on producing “legacy” materials which will be web based to support teaching and learning in science. We will be showcasing some of these at the subject leaders days coming up later in March. These will be on 23, and 25 March 2010 (at Canterbury and Maidstone respectively). We had to cancel the Sevenoaks session due to low numbers. We will be covering Literacy in science (from an EAL perspective but totally relevant to learners entering secondary schools with low KS2 literacy). We will also be focussing on a range of materials which will be available on line to support Teaching and learning in science. These will remain available after the strategy ends in Mar 2011. We will also take a look at curriculum planning in science and how STEM can be promoted in your school. Please book on as soon as possible to help us ensure this training runs.
Reorganisation of CFE KCC CFE (Children, Families and Education division) has released its proposed new structures which will work from September 2010. The proposals are being consulted upon currently. They will mean schools will need to become much more self supporting within new Geographic Local Children’s Services Partnerships. We will explain more at the subject leaders meetings when we have a clearer picture of the developments. The need to reduce budgets means the proposals will drastically affect the current type of support KCC gives to secondary schools in science.

New Science Specifications 2011 I am currently in the process of organising a summer GCSE dissemination event. I will get AQA, Edexcel and OCR representatives to come and talk about their specifications for first teaching from 2011. This will be an opportunity to ask questions and discuss with others in Kent what you are proposing. Hopefully it might lead to some networking and sharing of development work loads! I am awaiting confirmation of date but am looking at June (whilst avoiding days when science is examined). 

Radiation Monitoring Visits 2010
I will be organising my radiation monitoring visits for the summer term shortly. I visit about 20% of our secondary schools to ensure storage and paperwork are up to date and offer support where there are gaps. If you would like me to include your school in a visit please let me know. Hopefully my visit is non- threatening and allows you to be confident that your measures are satisfactory. HSE monitor this during their visits, which usually occur when an accident has happened elsewhere in the school and they check on other things whilst they are on site. Contact me via e-mail to be included.  Keith.milchem@kent.gov.uk
Contd....
Diagnose It Competition
This is a competition which aims to highlight the many different jobs available in  the Heath Service which are STEM based. I have attached fliers and further information to my blog. The Word document is a good place to start as it’s a letter addressed to teachers.( www.kenttrustweb.org.uk?scienceadvisorsblog ) You could use the competition to advance student’s knowledge of the huge array of jobs which use the skills and knowledge gained from studying STEM subjects. Entries by the end of May.
Science for All report published.
The report and action plan from the Science for All Group has now been published. The report and supporting documents can be accessed either from the British Science Association or Department of Business Innovation and Skills websites: 

http://www.britishscienceassociation.org/scienceforall 
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/all/
They invite you to read the report and to comment on the forum on the BIS site.
The report focuses on three key challenges identified by the Group:
First, public engagement is still a relatively new and emerging field, and our understanding of many aspects is only now developing. We therefore felt that a vital focus should be:  
·  A wider understanding of why, when and how the public engages with the sciences
Second, although there are many organisations and individuals working in this area, and much parallel activity in different sectors, we discovered that there was a significant lack of joined-up working and sharing between those who are involved. We identified a further challenge therefore to develop:  
·  Supportive networks and mechanisms for increasing effective engagement 
Third, although there is now compelling evidence of the vital role public engagement plays in sustaining a healthy culture for science, there are still significant barriers to individuals who wish to embrace engagement because of institutional cultures which marginalise or undervalue engagement. Our third challenge therefore is to work towards: 
·  A professional culture that values, recognises and supports public engagement with the sciences 
National Science & Engineering Week

As many of you will know, National Science & Engineering Week runs from 12th-21st March, and to prepare you for a week of science themed activities and events Teacher’s TV have got some new lesson ideas to try out. 

Take a look at  brand new episodes of Hard to Teach - Investigating Combustion with Y7 Using Gas Sensors, Investigating Acceleration with Y9 Using Light Gates and Investigating pH with Y11 Using a pH Probe, and don't forget that they have a whole host of secondary science resources available on their Classroom Resources pages.
Secondary school pupils still considering a career in engineering
Survey results from the independent educational charity, the Smallpeice Trust, have

revealed that 85% of 11-18 year-olds are strongly interested in engineering and science subjects. Pupils questioned revealed that they would consider taking a job in engineering, with 51% stating they were most interested in mechanical engineering. To help foster this high interest in the engineering sector, the Smallpeice Trust has launched a new range of online games that are designed in line with the National Curriculum and are aimed at sparking an interest in engineering for pupils aged 11+. These web-based games have previously been trialled at four schools, and are now being rolled out nationwide. They have an unusual feature in that they are designed to be played online by a team of players. The three games provide the opportunity to gain an insight into science and engineering. Bio-domes, colour-matching and bridge-building demonstrate how engineering can be used to solve real-life problems. Go to http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=100&Itemid=384
All the games can be accessed by pupils, free of charge, from computers at home and at school. Teachers can use the modules to reinforce teaching of curriculum content in various core subjects, including science, maths and technology. These modules are seen as very useful in supporting interdisciplinary learning.

For more information about the Smallpeice Trust and the training they provide, please visit: www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk
New Kent CPD on-line booking system
As previously advertised in my newsletter, this service has now gone live.
The CPD online site is now live at  http://cpdonline.kenttrustweb.org.uk
 School staff now have access to view an up to date directory of events currently on offer from several units in CFE, which includes your summer programme.  More offers from other CFE teams will be added in the coming weeks and schools will be notified by alerts from the site and via e-bulletin.   School staff can now apply for event places online.  As a part of the launch marketing programme, all schools will be sent a listing of the events currently published on the site. 
National Strategies “Hot Seat” event.

I have received the e-mail below and thought some of you might be interested in using this service.
A Science hotseat discussion has been set up to run for the next two weeks. You can join the discussions now at: http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/327235 

The ‘hotseat’ provides the opportunity to raise and discuss questions relating to current science provision and curriculum pathways

To post questions you firstly need to log into The National Strategies Area of the Standards Website.  To start a new discussion you simply click the ‘Start a new discussion’ link.  You just click the reply button to reply to any questions.

We look forward to discussing current issues with you online.

